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Occupational Therapy 

Global Day of Service

February 25, 2012

Give back to your community…

February 25, 2012 is the inaugural launch of Occupational Therapy Global Day of Service. Join your colleagues around the world to provide a cohesive and organized global effort of community service.

Who can participate?
Occupational Therapy Global Day of Service is looking for service-minded occupational therapy practitioners and students who would like to volunteer community service to an individual or organization. 

Who will benefit?
Everyone who receives volunteered community service benefits by the generosity of the participating occupational therapy practitioners and students. 
This is also a unique opportunity for social participation and support of a global charitable organization, UNICEF.
How Can I Help?

Service is not always about direct action—it can be providing free professional, creative and organizational services which can have an equally profound effect on the programs and causes that need your help. 
Here are just a few examples of activities. We’ve included some brief “elevator speeches” as examples of the ways you can inform others about the role of occupational therapy:

Community
· Mentoring: Occupational therapy helps remove barriers to learning and focuses on each person’s skills
· Activity days for underserved children: Focusing on creativity and activity helps promote development
· CarFit event: Occupational Therapy helps aging adults maintain safe community mobility
· “Safety checks” for those aging in place: Occupational Therapy helps people stay in their homes by enhancing safety

Education

· Academic tutoring
· Drug and alcohol awareness
· Literacy organizations
Environmental

· Neighborhood clean-ups: A clean environment helps promote activities in the community that people want and need to do
· Playground repairs: A safe playground helps promote a child’s play 
· Sustainability through recycling, creating gardens, & starting composting: Sustainability activities help promote activities in the community that people want and need to do
Health

· Donating blood

· Fundraising walks

· Companionship to a person with Alzheimer’s disease, cancer, MS, HIV/AIDS, Parkinson’s, and other conditions that limit community participation

Human Rights

· Domestic violence and rape crisis centers

· Children’s organizations

· Disaster relief

· Refugee services

· Food and clothing drives

· Homeless shelters

· Food banks

Spiritual/Religious

· Mentoring for youth organizations

· Volunteering in your house of worship

· Determining ways for those with disabilities to access their places of worship

Basically, when you engage in an unpaid activity intended to benefit others, that is service.

Get started today…
1. Register to participate in the Occupational Therapy Global Day of Service at:

     http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22E3LPH6ER4
2. Arrange to engage in a volunteer activity on February 25, 2012.

3. Participate in the Occupational Therapy Global Day of Service.

4. Complete the survey about your Occupational Therapy Global Day of Service experience at:

      http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22E3M2A6MBQ
     We need your feedback so a donation can be made by 
     our sponsor, SLACK Inc., to the global charitable 
     organization, UNICEF. 

5. Upload photographs to: http://www.flickr.com/groups/promotingot/
 Upload videos to:

 http://www.youtube.com/promotingot
      so we can share your experience with others.

Frequently Asked Questions
What do you mean by service?

From volunteering at a homeless shelter to an afternoon’s companionship to a person with cancer, if you think it might be service, it probably is! Visit the How I Can Help? section for more specific examples of service at: www.promotingot.org
What if I’m busy on February 25, 2012?

While February 25, 2012 is the official Occupational Therapy Global Day of Service, we understand that not all who serve will have free time on the same day. That’s why we have designed a specific time period during which you can volunteer and still participate. Just volunteer between January 25, 2012 and February 25, 2012 and it will count towards the grand total of the donation to UNICEF.

Why do I need to register?

Slack Incorporated will be making a donation to UNICEF. The amount of the donation will be tied to participation. By registering, you provide important data to assist in raising funds.

How long does my service need to last to count toward the Occupational Therapy Global Day of Service?
It would be ideal to volunteer for a minimum of 1-2 hours.
I still have a question, who do I speak with?

Please contact Karen Jacobs at kjacobs@bu.edu 
I want to register…
It’s easy! Please click on the link below and complete the brief registration form:

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22E3LPH6ER4
On completion of your service day, please complete the feedback form:

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22E3M2A6MBQ
Upload your photographs to share your service experience with us: http://www.flickr.com/groups/promotingot/
Upload videos to: http://www.youtube.com/promotingot
2012 Sponsor
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